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Introduction 

The definition of bank guarantee includes a lending institute discharging the liabilities of debtor. 

Bank Guarantee is provided by bank or a financial institute to the debtor where the bank covers 

the liability of debtor in case he or she fails to pay the debt. The bank covers the loss if a 

borrower defaults on loan. It includes three parties, (i) bank; (ii) the beneficiary (to whom the 

guarantee is given); and (iii) the applicant (who seeks guarantee). Bank guarantee is also known 

as ‘surety bond’ as under the contract of guarantee, the surety is provided by the financial 

institute to the person who is unable to pay the debts, the bank will discharge the liabilities on his 

behalf. 

This enables a business to grow and expand by deferring payment of goods and services they are 

utilizing now to a later date. This helps a business to invest on a larger scale than would have 

been possible without the bank guarantee. 

A bank guarantee is a written contract given by a bank on behalf of its customer. By issuing this 

guarantee, a bank takes responsibility for payment of a sum of money in case, if it is not paid by 

the customer in performance of its contractual obligations.
1
 

Bank guarantee is for consideration, that is, bank receives some commission for issuing the 

guarantee.  On the other hand, the bank is required to pay the money on the default loan of 

debtor within three working days.  

The apex court has further explained in the case of Ansal Engineering projects Ltd v. Tehri 

Hydro Development Corporation Ltd
2
 that a bank guarantee is an independent and distinct 

contract between the Bank and the beneficiary and is not qualified by the underlying transaction 

and the validity of the primary contract between the person at whose instance the bank guarantee 

is given.  

                                                           
1
Ravi Singhania (2018). Validity of Invocation of Bank Guarantee to Be Judged On Facts of Each Case: Supreme 

Court.Mondaq.Available: 

http://www.mondaq.com/india/x/541600/trials+appeals+compensation/Validity+Of+Invocation+Of+Bank+Guarant

ee+To+Be+Judged+On+Facts+Of+Each+Case+Supreme+Court [accessed on: 1 July 2018 at 6:22:60 p.m.] 
2
1996 SCR (4) SUPP 226 
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Example: Aroza Pvt. Ltd., a small and naïve company of furniture manufacturing, who wishes to 

purchase Rs. 20 lakh of timber for manufacturing purposes. Another company, Aliba Pvt. Ltd., 

who supply timber, ask for a bank guarantee from Aroza Pvt. Ltd. To feel more confident in 

receiving payment at time of delivery of goods. The furniture manufacturing company request 

the bank in writing a guarantee, that the will discharge the liability if so arise in future.  

Types of Bank Guarantee 

1. Direct or Indirect Bank Guarantee:  

Direct Bank Guarantee: It is issued by the candidate's bank (issuing bank) specifically to the 

assurance's recipient without concerning a reporter bank. This sort of guarantee is more 

affordable and is likewise subject to the law of the nation in which the assurance is issued except 

if else it is said in the certification archives.  

Indirect Bank Guarantee: With indirect guarantee, a second bank is included, which is 

essentially a delegate of the issuing bank in the nation to which recipient has a place. This 

inclusion of a second bank is done on the request of the recipient. This kind of bank ensure is 

additional tedious and costly as well.  

2. Advance Payment Guarantee: 

This method of guarantee is utilized where the borrower requires the arrangement of an entirety 

of cash at a beginning period of the agreement and can recoup the sum paid ahead of time, or a 

part thereof, if the candidate neglects to satisfy the understanding.  

3. Performance Bonds: 

This is a standout amongst the most well-known kinds of bank guarantee which is utilized to 

anchor the culmination of the authoritative duties of conveyance of merchandise and go about as 

security of punishment installment by the Supplier if there should be an occurrence of no 

delivery of merchandise.  

4. Payment Guarantees: 

This sort of bank guarantee is utilized to anchor the duties to pay merchandise and 

administrations. In the event that the recipient has satisfied his legally binding commitments in 

the wake of conveying the merchandise or administrations however the account holder neglects 

to make the installment, at that point after composed announcement the recipient can without 

much of a stretch acquire his cash shape the ensuring bank.  
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5. Credit Card Guarantee  

It is issued by the credit card organizations to its client as a guarantee that the trader will 

be paid on exchanges paying little respect to whether the purchaser pays their credit. 

 

6. Confirmed Guarantee: 

It is a bridge between direct and indirect kind of bank guarantee. This kind of bank guarantee is 

issued straightforwardly by a bank after which it is send to a remote bank for affirmations. The 

outside banks affirm the first archives and subsequently expect the duty.  

7. Tender Bond: 

This is likewise called bid bonds and is typically issued in help of a delicate in global exchange. 

It gives the recipient a money related cure, if the candidate neglects to satisfy any of the delicate 

conditions.  

8. Loan Repayment Guarantees: 

This kind of guarantee is given by a bank to the lender to pay the measure of advance body 

what's more, interests if there should arise an occurrence of incompletion by the borrower.  

9. B/L Letter of Indemnity  

This is additionally called a letter of reimbursement and is a kind of assurance from the bank 

making beyond any doubt that any sort of loss of merchandise won't be endured by the 

transporter.  

10. Rental Guarantee  

This sort of bank guarantee is given under a rental contract. Rental guarantee is either 

constrained to rental installments just or incorporates all installments due under the rental 

contract counting expense of repair on end of the rental contract.  

Features of Bank Guarantee 

 Bank Guarantees can't be exchanged to outsiders obscure to the banks.  

 They can't be purchased or sold.  

 They are issued for a particular day and period. 

 Upon Expiry, Bank Guarantees are ended, they are not exchanged.  

 A Bank Guarantee has no end esteem and does not aggregate any venture component or 

development esteem.  

 The quality of a Bank Guarantee is constrained to the monetary standing (and rating) of 

the Issuing Bank.  

 The period until which the certification holds is plainly indicated. 
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 The guarantee is constantly issued for a particular sum. The reason for the certification is 

obviously expressed Bank Guarantees are composed particularly for a reason; where a 

record holder will train his bank to issue an assurance to another rely upon benefit of their 

record holder.  

 The guarantee is substantial for a particularly characterized period. 

 The grace period permitted to uphold ensure rights is additionally expressed in the 

assurance. 

 Guarantee obviously expresses the occasions under which it can be authorized. 

Importance of Bank Guarantee 

 Adds to Creditworthiness: BGs reflect the confidence of the bank in your business and 

indirectly certify soundness of your business. 

 The Confidence of Performance: When new parties associate in the business and are 

skeptic about the performance of the company undertaking the project, performance 

guarantees help in reducing the risk of the beneficiary. 

 Assessment of Business: In the case of foreign transactions or transactions with 

Government organizations, the foreign party or a Government Undertaking is constrained 

and cannot assess the soundness of each and every applicant to a project. In such cases, 

BGs act as a trusted instrument to assess stability and creditworthiness of companies 

applying for projects. 

 Risk Reduction: Advance payment guarantees act as a protection cover wherein the 

buyer can recover the advance amount paid to the seller if a seller fails to deliver the 

goods or services. This protects against any probable loss that a party can suffer from a 

new seller
3
. 

 

Bank Guarantee Eligibility 

 By providing a guarantee, a bank offers to honor any payment to the creditors upon 

receiving a request. This requires that the financial institution be very sure of the business 

or individual to whom the bank guarantee is being issued.  

 So, banks run risk assessments to ensure that the guaranteed sum can be retrieved back 

from the business. This may require the business to furnish a security in the shape of cash 

or capital assets. Any entity that can pass the risk assessment and provide security may 

obtain a bank guarantee. 

                                                           
3
 Amrita Ganguli (2018).  Bank Guarantees: An Analysis. Available at: 

http://www.manupatrafast.com/articles/PopOpenArticle.aspx?ID=70c1051d-5804-409a-a55b-

5e0243dfc004&txtsearch=Subject:%20Finance/Banking [assessed at: 1 July 2018 on 9:35:01] 

http://www.manupatrafast.com/articles/PopOpenArticle.aspx?ID=70c1051d-5804-409a-a55b-5e0243dfc004&txtsearch=Subject:%20Finance/Banking
http://www.manupatrafast.com/articles/PopOpenArticle.aspx?ID=70c1051d-5804-409a-a55b-5e0243dfc004&txtsearch=Subject:%20Finance/Banking
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 Applicants need to demonstrate financial credit worthiness to their bank, or the bank 

offering to guarantee payment to another party in order to access a guarantee. 

 The bank would normally look at previous trading history, recent accounts, credit history 

and liquidity. 

 A bank might ask for some security over the guarantee (e.g. liquid assets such as property 

or equipment it holds). 

 

Invocation of Bank Guarantee 

A bank is obliged to honor any legitimate claim within the validity period of the guarantee. If the 

invocation is in order and there is no court prohibiting the payment, the bank is required to honor 

payment to the beneficiary. 

Before making the payment to the beneficiary, bank informs the applicant about the invocation 

of the guarantee and asks him to arrange for funds for payment of claim amount. 

In UP State Sugar Corporation v. Sumac International Ltd
4
 it was held as, above, that when an 

unconditional bank guarantee is given or accepted, the beneficiary is entitled to realize such bank 

guarantee irrespective of pending disputes and that a bank guarantee constituted a bargain 

between the two parties, by which the banker creditor was unconditionally required to pay the 

amount in question. 

In the case of Syndicate Bank v. Vijay Kumar
5
 the Court was required to enforce the bank 

guarantee simplifiers without probing into the nature of the transactions between the Bank and 

the customer that led to the furnishing of the bank guarantee. 

In the case of Road Machines India (p) Ltd v. Projects & Equipment Corporation India
6
 it was 

observed that the invocation of a bank guarantee does not necessarily have to be initiated by 

setting out the entire case in the form of a plaint with a specific cause of action, and that it was a 

commercial document and not a statutory notice or a pleading. It was further stated that if the 

bank concerned understood that the beneficiary in terms of the guarantee was invoking the 

guarantee, the bank guarantee may be invoked. It is sufficient if there is substantial compliance 

in terms of the guarantee in the notice that may be issued. However, banks may even delay 

giving a response to the demand for notice in the hope that the specified claim period expires. 

                                                           
4(1997) 1 SCC 568 
5AIR 1992 SCC 1066 
6AIR 1983 Cal 91 
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Bank guarantee typically contain statements such that the assurances would be respected just by 

an underlying composed request with no object. The sum requested must be thought about inside 

the certification contract.  

The contracts may likewise contain provisions that give the recipient a one-sided appropriate to 

decide the topic of default of the borrower. In such cases there is no prudence with respect to the 

banks and the bank ensures basically ends up total in nature.  

The beneficiary must intimate the bank or the guarantor that the occasion for which the 

certification was issued has happened or did not occur and that, as far as the assurance, it has 

been conjured requesting installment. The certification ought to be summoned inside the 

predetermined period expressed inside the records, and not a short time later as the agreement 

would have arrived at an end. 

Cancellation of Bank Guarantee  

The beneficiary of the guarantee shall invoke the bank guarantee on or before the expiry date of 

the guarantee. The bank is discharged from its liability if no claim is received by it on or before 

validity period mentioned in the guarantee. When an original guarantee issued by the bank, not 

returned to the bank for cancellation after the expiry of guarantee, the procedure for cancellation 

of expired guarantee adopted by the banks is that a registered notice is sent to the beneficiary of 

the guarantee to return the original guarantee immediately. If no reply is received or original 

guarantee is not surrendered for cancellation, the guarantee can be cancelled by the bank after 

waiting for a reasonable time.  

Judicial Interference 

The Supreme Court has along these lines made it unmistakable that the obligation of the bank 

stays flawless and does not stop with any pending question as for the essential basic exchange 

between the recipient and the loan boss. In any case, this has dependably been liable to a solitary 

condition in that the bank ensure must be unrestricted or total in nature. The terms of the bank 

ensure are pivotal in deciding the idea of the bank ensure, and regardless of whether it is an 

unshakable certainty or a contingent one.  

An unavoidable duty either as affirmed bank ensure or irreversible letter of acknowledge can't be 

meddled for since visit court mediation would not be with regards to the specific reason and 

protest of bank ensures because of a paranoid fear of endangering what frames the simple 

premise of business exchanges. When in doubt particularly on account of unlimited or supreme 

bank ensures, the banks must respect their duties according to the terms of the agreement, 

regardless of any debate between the client and the save money as for the essential contract. The 
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Courts are in this manner hesitant to give an order anticipating installment or meddling with the 

risk of the bank to pay the sum due on the certification.  

The Courts have separated out two special cases to the general control of non-impedance by the 

Courts, in particular (I) fraud and (ii) the subsequent of unrecoverable unfairness or mischief. 

The accompanying cases additionally represent this point in detail: For the situation of Bolvinter 

Oil SA v. Pursue Metropolitan
7
 it was expressed that a directive might be allowed where it is 

demonstrated that the bank realizes that any interest for installment officially made or which may 

from there on be made will obviously fake; however the confirmation must be clear with regards 

to the reality of misrepresentation and with regards to the bank's information, and it can't lay on 

the uncorroborated proclamation of the client or else hopeless harm should be possible to a 

bank's credit. 

Conclusion 

Bank guarantees are of significance in the banking sector and are simple, flexible and effective 

and play a major role in the promotion of national and international trade. 

It is for consideration, that is, bank receives some commission for issuing the guarantee.  On the 

other hand, the bank is required to pay the money on the default loan of debtor within three 

working days.  

A bank guarantee operates by way of a contract or agreement in which the bank itself stands as 

guarantor to a particular advance made by a creditor to a debtor, independent of the underlying 

contract and the primary contract of the person at whose instance the bank guarantee is given. It 

is extremely important to note that the enforcement of the guarantee is actually dependent on the 

terms of the contract subsisting between the bank and the beneficiary and is generally not 

interfered in by the Courts. 

Beneficiaries or the creditors may charge a rate of penal interest in the event of delayed payment 

of the due amount. Hence, it is imperative that banks remain cautious, when signing a contract of 

guarantee with the beneficiary, which may contain provisions pertaining to the payment of penal 

interest in the event of delay in payment on default of the principal debtor. 

There are risks of failure or refusal of one of the parties to fulfill its obligations to other party 

during the partnership at local and international level. The bank guarantee is widely used all over 

the world as a reliable protection of other party from financial losses. 

 

 

                                                           
7 (1984) 1 WLR 392 


